Greek Vocabulary

     peninsula 

an area of land surrounded on three sides by water
     polis 


the Greek’s word for city-state
     acropolis 

a fortress built on top of a hill
     agora


the name of the market place in ancient Greece
     democracy 

a government in which the people rule
     aristocrats 

wealthy landowners who made decisions for the government
     oligarchy 

a government in which a few select people rule
     Greek citizen 

any free male landowner who was born in Athens
     assembly 

a gathering of citizens who created laws in Athens
     Homer 


a blind poet who wrote the Iliad and the Odyssey
     mythology 

stories about gods that try to explain how the world works
     cavalry 


a group of soldiers who ride horses into battle
     Persian Wars

 a series of wars between Greece and Persia
     alliance 


an agreement between two powers to work together
     Peloponnesian War 
a war between Athens and Sparta 
    Alexander the Great 
conquered the known world and spread Hellenistic culture
     Parthenon 

a temple built in honor of Athena on top of the acropolis in Athens
     Hellenistic 

a word describing Greek culture spread by Alexander the Great
     Socrates 

a philosopher who taught by asking questions    
     Plato 


a philosopher who created a school called the Academy.  He also wrote The Republic, which describes the ideal government        
    Aristotle         a philosopher who taught that people should live balanced lives.
    Archimedes 

a Greek scientist and mathematician who invented the water screw
    Pythagoras 

Greek mathematician came up with the Pythagorean Theorem
