Rome Vocabulary

1. Republic 


a government in which people elect representatives to govern them
2. dictator 


a leader who rules with absolute power
3. Cincinnatus 

a dictator who quickly gave up his power after a war was over
4. plebeians 


common people of Rome. They were the peasants, craftsman, and traders
5. patricians 


the wealthy, powerful citizens of Rome
6. Magistrates 

two consuls, judges, and secretaries of Rome; similar to executive branch 

7. Consuls 


the two most powerful men in Rome  
8. Senate 


a council of wealthy and powerful Romans that advised the city’s leaders.
9. veto 


it literally means, “I forbid” or “I say no!”

10. Tribunes 
&

the branch of government made up of the common people of Rome.  They      Assemblies
 

approved or rejected laws, declared war, and elected magistrates.
11 checks & balances
a way of keeping one part of the government from becoming strong 
12. Twelve Tables 

written laws displayed in the Forum for all Romans to see
13. Forum 


the heart of the city of Rome
14. legions 


 organization of Rome soldiers into groups.
15. Punic Wars 
          
series of wars between Rome & Carthage over the control of the Med. Sea
16. Hannibal 


a Carthaginian general who used elephants and vinegar to attack Rome
17. Julius Caesar 

he declared himself dictator for life and brought an end to the Republic
18. Augustus 

the first Roman emperor who took Rome from a Republic to an Empire
19. corruption 

the decay of people’s values
20. Pax Romana 

literally means “peace of Rome”; a period of general peace and prosperity 
21. aqueduct 

a human-made raised channel that carried water from mountains to cities
22. Constantine 

first Roman emperor to become a Christian.  He moved the Empire’s 


                                 capital from Rome to Constantinople to try & save it from being destroyed
23. Diocletian 

a Roman emperor who divided the Empire into eastern and western halves
24. Justinian 

Byzantine Emperor who organized all Roman laws into Justinian’s Code.  
25. Justinian’s Code 

new laws created by Justinian; simple enough for people to understand.
26. Theodora 

the wife of Justinian.  She was a smart woman who helped Justinian rule
27. Byzantine 

the eastern half of the Empire. It lasted 1,000 years after Rome fell
